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Philippians Overview 
As way of reminder, and perhaps for those of you who 
weren’t with us last Sunday, we looked at what I believe to be 
four major themes of the letter to the Philippians: 
 

1. Christian Unity. 
2. The Person and Work of Jesus. 
3. Radical Joy. 
4. Gospel-Driven Living. 

 
These themes will be important to remember throughout our 
study because Paul continually comes back to them. And this 
morning we begin walking through the letter by looking at v. 
1-6. 
 
1Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in 
Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and 
deacons: 2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Notice that Paul begins the letter by stating who he and 
Timothy really are: “servants of Christ Jesus.” The word 
translated “servants” is the Greek word doulos, which means 
slave. The word describes a person owned by someone else 
and thus subservient to and dependent on that person.1 Paul 
used it of himself at the beginning of three of his epistles 
(Rom. 1:1; Phil. 1:1; Titus 1:1), and in each case it precedes 
                                                        
1 MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2001). Philippians (p. 13). Chicago: Moody Press. 

the mention of his apostleship. James (James 1:1), Peter (2 
Peter 1:1), and Jude (Jude 1) use it in the same way.2 This is 
quite interesting because it would have sufficed for Paul to 
simply refer to himself as an apostle. But for Paul, his identity 
was not wrapped up in the calling God had place on his life as 
an apostle. Paul viewed himself simply and plainly as a slave to 
Jesus. 
 
At the end of the day, all people are slaves. Turn with me in 
your Bibles to Romans 6:16-18: 
 

16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to 
anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one 
whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or 
of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But 
thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin 
have become obedient from the heart to the standard 
of teaching to which you were committed, 18and, 
having been set free from sin, have become slaves of 
righteousness.  

 
Here’s what Paul is saying: you are either a slave to your sin or 
a slave to God, but there is no middle ground. And in Paul’s 
mind, along with James, Jude, Peter, and others, slavery to 
God is the greatest freedom. Did you know it is a gift to be a 
Christian? Christians are freed from sin and freed to do what 
we were made to do: obey God. This is precisely why Paul 
refers to himself as a doulos; a slave. 
 

2 MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2001). Philippians (p. 13). Chicago: Moody Press. 
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Philippians 1:3-5 “3I thank my God in all my remembrance of 
you, 4always in every prayer of mine for you all making my 
prayer with joy, 5because of your partnership in the gospel 
from the first day until now.” 
As Paul sits in a cold jail cell he begins to reflect on the 
Philippians. And as a result, he begins to thank God. The word 
“thank” is the Greek word from which we get our English 
word, Eucharist—a name often used of the Lord’s Supper. In 
the Lord’s Supper, believers give thanks to God in 
remembrance of Christ’s substitutionary sacrifice on the cross. 
In this instance Paul gives thanks for his spiritual brothers and 
sisters in Philippi who, over the years, had brought him such 
abundant blessing and joy.3  
 
Why did they bring him so much joy? “5because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.” 
 
Now, by partnership Paul didn’t have in mind a co-worker 
ideology. The picture isn’t of two people that have to work 
together for a long period of time. The picture is of friends 
who work on something meaningful together for a long time. 
Simply put: Paul is thanking God that he gets to minister with 
his friends. So, let me ask you: when was the last time you 
thanked God for the friends he has given you?  
 
Not long ago I read a book by Drew Hunter (Pastor at 
Zionsville Fellowship) titled, Made for Friendship. In the book, 
he talks about the importance of friendship and how we often 
overlook it. To do this, he refers back to figures in church 
history to show us how important friendship was to them: 
                                                        
3 MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2001). Philippians (p. 19). Chicago: Moody Press. 

• C.S. Lewis: Friendship is the greatest of worldly goods. 
Certainly, to me it is the chief happiness of life. If I had 
to give a piece of advice to a young man about a place 
to live, I think I should say, ‘sacrifice almost everything 
to live where you can be near your friends.’ I know I 
am very fortunate in that respect… [Friendship] causes 
perhaps half of all the happiness in the world. 

• Charles Spurgeon: He who would be happy here must 
have friends; and he who would be happy hereafter, 
must, above all things, find a friend in the world to 
come, in the person of God. 

• J.C. Ryle: This world is full of sorrow because it is full of 
sin. It is a dark place. It is a lonely place. It is a 
disappointing place. The brightest sunbeam in it is a 
friend. Friendship halves our troubles and doubles our 
joys. 

 
Consider the words of Jesus: Greater love has no one than 
this, that someone lays down his life for his friends. You are 
my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call 
you servants… I have called you friends (John 15:13-15). 
 
Here is Paul, imprisoned in a roman jail and yet he is joyful by 
just the mere remembrance of his friends. So, let me 
encourage you: thank God for your friends. Take some time 
this week to just sit back and reflect on all of the gifts God has 
given you in the form of people. And more importantly, realize 
that you and I need friends to flourish. 
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This was certainly true of J.R.R. Tolkien, author of The Lord of 
the Rings. Tolkien often said that it was the steady 
encouragement of his dear friend C.S. Lewis that kept him 
writing LOTR.4 Two years after Lewis had died Tolkien, 
reflecting on his friendship with Lewis, said this: 
 

The unpayable debt that I owe to him was not 
“influence” as it is ordinarily understood, but sheer 
encouragement. He was for long my only audience. 
Only from him did I ever get the idea that my “stuff” 
could be more than a private hobby. But for his 
interest and unceasing eagerness for more I should 
never have brought The Lord of the Rings to a 
conclusion.  

 
So, enjoy your friends. Thank God for them. And be a good 
friend to others. This made all the difference for Paul who sat 
lonely, yet joyfully in a prison cell thanking God for those with 
which he had partnered with in ministry. And as he is 
reflecting on these dear friends he goes on to say: 
 
v. 6 “And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in 
you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” 
Paul wants to remind the Philippian Christians of this truth: 
when it comes to salvation, God always finishes what he 
starts. This is why we believe in the perseverance of the saints. 
We do not believe that our salvation relies upon us. We also 
do not believe that God ever gets “tired” of his weak, frail, 
fallen children and eventually “gives up on them.” 
                                                        
4 Made for Friendship, Drew Hunter (pg. 71). Crossway. 

 
This made me think of a couple of months ago when my wife 
and I got a puppy. We were so excited to have him and loved 
how small he was. It was a delightful experience until I 
remembered that puppies love to chew everything, take 
forever to potty train, and need constant attention. So at 
about a month into having the puppy I was ready to get rid of 
the puppy. 
 
Some people think of God like that. That when someone 
comes to Christ, God is happy and hopeful but at some point 
down the line God gets fed up with their constant turning to 
sin and rebellion, so, as a result, he gives up on them. This is 
not the case with God. God, Paul tells us, “will bring it 
(salvation) to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” Alec 
Motyer explains this beautifully when he writes the following: 
 

Salvation would be a wretchedly unsure thing if it had 
no other foundation than my having chosen Christ. The 
human will blows hot and cold, is firm and unstable by 
fits and starts; it offers no security of tenure. But it is 
the will of God that is the ground of salvation. No-one 
would be saved had not the Lord been moved by his 
own spontaneous and unexplained love to choose his 
people before the world was, and, at the decisive 
moment, to open our hearts to hear, understand and 
accept ‘the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation’.5 This, then, is assurance: God has willed my 
salvation.5 

5 Motyer, J. A. (1984). The message of Philippians (pp. 43–44). Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 
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Brothers and sisters, simply put: if you could lose your 
salvation, you would. But here is the encouragement: our 
salvation is held in the unshakable grip of God. So much so 
that Jesus said in John 10:28-29, “28 I give them eternal life, 
and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of 
my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me,[a] is greater 
than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's 
hand.” 
 
God bought your salvation and He doesn’t make returns. 
Praise God. 
 
I want to end with three quick applications: 
 

1. View everyday as an opportunity to serve your 
Master. Rather at work, home, or wherever else; 
remember that you are a servant of King Jesus. 
 

2. Take time every day to thank God for the people He 
has placed in your life.  
 

3. Rejoice in the fact that your salvation doesn’t rely on 
you. As Puritan William Jenkyn once said, “Salvation is 
a happy security and a secure happiness.”  


