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John 9 
This morning we’re going to walk through a familiar story in 
the gospel of John that I just find so interesting. While I was 
studying for my sermon last week, I came across John 9 and 
thought, I would love to study that sometime. So, thanks to 
you guys, I did. Let’s begin in v. 1… 
 
John 9:1–41  
1As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his 
disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?”  
Many of the Jews believed that physical disabilities were the 
result of sin. The Pharisees believed in what is known as the 
eternality of the soul. Meaning that your soul has always 
existed but comes into being once you are born; in other 
words, once you get a body. So, they taught that some 
physical disabilities came as a result of sin that had been 
committed long ago before birth. 
 
So, the disciples give Jesus an ultimatum. Side note: giving the 
Lord an ultimatum never turns out well. They seemingly say to 
Jesus: “The reason this man is blind is because of sin. So, 
which is it? A. His parents sinned or B. He sinned.” 
 
3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his 
parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 

Jesus’ answer: neither. The reason why this man is blind is so 
that the works of God might be displayed in him. What does 
that mean?  
4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; 
night is coming, when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.”  
This demands some explanation. Jesus says that the reason 
this man is blind is so that God’s works can be displayed. 
Indeed, Jesus says, these works must be displayed because 
night is coming. Isaiah 42:6 tells us that the Messiah would 
come to deliver captives and open blind eyes. Isaiah 46 tells us 
that He will be the “light of the world.” So, all of Israel is 
awaiting a Messiah that will come and be a light to the nations 
and bring forth justice and freedom.  
 
Blindness is often used in the Bible to illustrate what we are 
like spiritually without Christ. JC Ryle: Christ cannot be fully 
treasured until sin is clearly seen. 
 
So, what does Jesus do? 
 
6Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made 
mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with 
the mud  7and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” 
(which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back 
seeing.  
Jesus doesn’t heal the blind man just to relieve his blindness. 
Jesus heals the blind man to show that He is the Messiah. He 
has come to shine light in the darkness. He has come to open 
the eyes of the blind. So that the world might see the works of 
God displayed. 
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Side note: God uses suffering to display His glory. Always. As 
Elizabeth Elliot once said, “Suffering is never wasted.” God 
uses all of it to display His glory and grace.  
 
8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a 
beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and 
beg?”  
This verse shows what we all know to be true: neighbors are 
nosey. They’re used to seeing this blind man and once they 
see a man that can now see, they start to wonder if this is the 
same guy. 
 
9Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He 
kept saying, “I am the man.” 10So they said to him, “Then how 
were your eyes opened?”  
Through some of life’s greatest deliverances (from a trial, 
receiving a provision, etc.) come some of your greatest 
opportunities to tell others about Jesus. 
 
11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and 
anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So 
I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, 
“Where is he?”  
Stupid question. He had only been able to see for the last ten 
minutes. 
He said, “I do not know.” 13They brought to the Pharisees the 
man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a Sabbath day 
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.  
Transition verse. John wants us to see that what was just done 
was controversial in their day. 

 
15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his 
sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I 
washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is 
not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others 
said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And 
there was a division among them.  
Notice what happened here: the former blind man tells the 
truth about God, the Pharisees refuse to believe the truth, 
which leads to harder hearts. 
 
When Isaiah 55:11 tells us that God’s word always 
accomplishes it’s purpose, we often assume that means to 
convert people and win them to Jesus. But it also means to 
harden the hearts of people. Look at Isaiah 6:8-10. Here’s 
what this means: the one thing truth can’t do is nothing. It will 
either harden your heart or soften your heart toward the Lord. 
Even now, God is either softening or hardening your heart. So, 
let me ask: do you have a soft heart? Three ways to know you 
have a soft heart: 
 

1. You listen.  
2. You listen to obey. 
3. You listen to obey and share. 

 
17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about 
him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a 
prophet.” 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind 
and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the 
man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this 
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your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now 
see?”  
Great opportunity to share the truth about what happened to 
their son. Most scholars agree that these parents had 
probably heard from the son or someone else about what 
happened. How Jesus had miraculously healed him. 
20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and 
that he was born blind. 21But how he now sees we do not 
know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of 
age. He will speak for himself.” 22(His parents said these things 
because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed 
that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be 
put out of the synagogue.) 23Therefore his parents said, “He is 
of age; ask him.”  
How often do we refuse to tell others about Jesus simply 
because we are fearful of how we will be received or 
perceived? When we do, we are doing more than disobeying 
God. We are quenching the Holy Spirit. 1 Thessalonians 5:19. 
Underline this verse in your Bible. “Do not quench the Spirit.” 
How do you quench the Spirit? 
 
You see your neighbor, have a great conversation, Spirit tells 
you to share the gospel. You don’t. (repeat and have voice go 
softer to silent). 
 
Today if you hear his voice do not harden your hearts (Heb. 
3:15). 
 
The reason why we often quench the Spirit is because we are 
fearful of sharing our faith. Three reasons why we fear sharing 
our faith: 

1. Reputation. 
2. Rejection. 
3. Self-Reliance. 

24So for the second time they called the man who had been 
blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this 
man is a sinner.”  
They don’t really mean to give glory to God. What they mean 
is that the way to glorify God is by denying that Jesus is God. 
How many people are in deep blindness today (2 Cor. 4:4) and 
believe things that will cause them to split Hell wide open. 
 
25He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One 
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They 
said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you 
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you 
also want to become his disciples?” 28And they reviled him, 
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 
29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, 
we do not know where he comes from.”  
How foolish. The very One who made Moses is among them 
and they don’t even see it. Luke 16:31, 
29 But Abrahamsaid, ‘They have qMoses and the Prophets; rlet t
hem hear them.’ 30 And he said,‘No, sfather Abraham, but if so
meone goes to them from the dead, they willrepent.’ 31 He sai
d to him, ‘If they do not hear qMoses and the Prophets, tneithe
rwill they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’
” 
 
30The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do 
not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes.  
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31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is 
a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 
32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33If this man were not 
from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You 
were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they 
cast him out.  
2 Timothy 4:3, “For the time is coming when people will not 
endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 
passions,” 
 
 
35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found 
him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He 
answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?”  
37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is 
speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he 
worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this 
world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see 
may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard 
these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?”  
41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no 
guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.  
In other words, if you believed that you had need, you would 
be open to redemption. But because you believe you do not 
need it, you are judged already. 
 
John Harper was born in a Christian home in Glasglow, 
Scotland in 1872. When he was 14 he began to tell others 
about Christ. At the age of 17 he began to preach in the 

streets of his village. After five or six years of toiling in street 
corners and working in the mill during the day, Harper was 
taken in by the reverence EA Carter of Baptist Pioneer Mission 
in London. This set Harper free to set his whole time to the 
energy and work of evangelism. In September of the same 
year Harper started his own church. This church which began 
with just 25 people ended up with over 500 when he left 13 
years later. During those 13 years he had been both married 
and widowed. Before he lost his wife, God blessed Harper 
with a beautiful little girl named Anna. Now, Harper’s life was 
full of near death experiences. Three times in his life he nearly 
drowned because of sinking ships. However, Harper said that 
these near-death instances only solidified his conviction to 
lead people to Jesus because death is real and Hell is forever. 
He was such a zealous evangelist that he would speak at 
churches all over the world to teach people how to do 
evangelism. In 1912 Moody Church in Chicago asked him to 
come and lead some meetings on sharing the gospel. So, 
Harper boarded a ship in England to America with his only 
child, Anna, who was six years old. That ship was called the 
Titanic. 80 years later Anna remembered that her father woke 
her up in the middle of the night and said that the ship had hit 
an iceburg and was sinking. So, Harper put his daughter in a 
lifeboat with some friends that had been on the ship. As for 
Harper, he would wait for the rescue ship to arrive.  
 
In a prayer meeting at a church in Ontario about six months 
later, a man told the extraordinary story of how he was 
converted. HE explained that he was on the Titanic. He was in 
the freezing water, clinging to a piece of the ship when all of a 
sudden,  a wave brought a man near him who was also 



 5 

clinging a piece of debris. The man was John Harper. He called 
out, “Man, are you saved?” “No I am not” the man replied. 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” The 
waves took Harper away. A little later another wave brought 
Harper back to the man and Harper asked, “Are you saved 
now?” “No” “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be 
saved!” Then losing his hold on the wood, Harper sank and 
drown. The man thought about what Harper said, and trusted 
Christ as His Savior. “I am John Harper’s last convert.” 
 
Applications: 
 

1. Jesus is able to do anything He wants—be hopeful. He 
heals the blind man. There had not been any recording 
in history of a man born blind completely healed. Jesus 
did it. 

2. God will use your life circumstances to give you 
opportunities to share the gospel—be ready. God 
gave this former blind man ample opportunities to tell 
others what had happened to him. 

3. You have a story to tell—go tell it. Example of John 
Harper. 

 
Bullpen 

John Harper was born in a Christian home in Glasglow, 
Scotland in 1872. When he was 14 he began to tell others 
about Christ. At the age of 17 he began to preach in the 
streets of his village. After five or six years of toiling in street 
corners and working in the mill during the day, Harper was 
taken in by the reverence EA Carter of Baptist Pioneer Mission 
in London. This set Harper free to set his whole time to the 

energy and work of evangelism. In September of the same 
year Harper started his own church. This church which began 
with just 25 people ended up with over 500 when he left 13 
years later. During those 13 years he had been both married 
and widowed. Before he lost his wife, God blessed Harper 
with a beautiful little girl named Anna. Now, Harper’s life was 
full of near death experiences. Three times in his life he nearly 
drowned because of sinking ships. However, Harper said that 
these near-death instances only solidified his conviction to 
lead people to Jesus because death is real and Hell is forever. 
He was such a zealous evangelist that he would speak at 
churches all over the world to teach people how to do 
evangelism. In 1912 Moody Church in Chicago asked him to 
come and lead some meetings on sharing the gospel. So, 
Harper boarded a ship in England to America with his only 
child, Anna, who was six years old. That ship was called the 
Titanic. 80 years later Anna remembered that her father woke 
her up in the middle of the night and said that the ship had hit 
an iceburg and was sinking. So, Harper put his daughter in a 
lifeboat with some friends that had been on the ship. As for 
Harper, he would wait for the rescue ship to arrive.  
 
In a prayer meeting at a church in Ontario about six months 
later, a man told the extraordinary story of how he was 
converted. HE explained that he was on the Titanic. He was in 
the freezing water, clinging to a piece of the ship when all of a 
sudden,  a wave brought a man near him who was also 
clinging a piece of debris. The man was John Harper. He called 
out, “Man, are you saved?” “No I am not” the man replied. 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” The 
waves took Harper away. A little later another wave brought 
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Harper back to the man and Harper asked, “Are you saved 
now?” “No” “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be 
saved!” Then losing his hold on the wood, Harper sank and 
drown. The man thought about what Harper said, and trusted 
Christ as His Savior. “I am John Harper’s last convert.” 
 


